Night of Sevens

for flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, viola,
double bass, piano and percussion

Steven Kemper (2008)



Instructions for Performance

Instrumentation: General: Woodwinds:
Flute — crescendo dal niente 2
(C)Ilz(r)i(re\et — diminuendo al niente ﬁ fluttertongue
Bassoon
uarter-tone flat ) .
Viola IJ . TT wwvvewvom Timbral trill: play same
Double Bass % pitch with different fin-
Piano ‘s » » =  ritard over duration indicated gerings. Performer should
Percussion: choose appropriate
-ICrot?Ies, Yibes, Splash Cymbal, Snare (turn off snares), fingerings to maximize
ow tom-tom . s
arrow indicates smooth transi- variation of sound
_  sord . .
= tion between two techniques (e.g. Irreg. Trill Trill in irregular rhythm
= move the bow from sul pont. to (ad lib)
ord. over duration indicated)
Strings: Piano: Percussion:
play note with the left hand while
mute string w/ RH . . . . . .
5.p. sul ponticello oy muting string inside the piano ) Vibes/Crotales
i T with the right hand & =
irc. bowin ircular bowing: mov S . . [
circ. bowing Cbof/\llji;:m cl?:)culargmo'?io(:\ ina o slideright hand down the string Percussion Splash Cymbal
between sul ponticello —— (away from the keyboard) inside H o
and sul tasto F 4j#jfﬂ _ the piano moving to a harmonic \ Snare (snares off)
‘ node low tom-tom
Harmonic Trill: Finger low po,
note and trill on node < pluck string with finger i .
indicated % - rimshot

Triangular notehead: play
highest pitch possible at
dynamic indicated

.

gliss on strings inside piano

ad lib
Eﬂ - as indicated

f

Pedaling up to performer except where indicated

=




Program Note:

The Night of Sevens (Qi Xi) is a Chinese holiday that falls on the seventh day of the seventh lunar
month on the Chinese calendar. This holiday celebrates two lovers, one mortal and one a goddess.
Though normally separated by the cosmic expanse of the Milky Way (the Silvery River of Heaven in
Chinese), on the seventh day of the seventh month, the magpies take pity on the couple and form

a bridge, allowing the mortal to cross into heaven. Inspired by this myth, Night of Sevens sonically
represents the journey from one state of consciousness to another. Ascending, strings represent the
Silvery River while the mortal is represented by the piano and the goddess by percussion. These two
lovers, aided by the magpies (winds) finally meet in heaven. There, all voices merge towards one
upward gesture and we are left with a short, ringing motive emerging from a high wash of sound--a
degraded echo of an earthly voice transmitted from one world to the next.

Approximate Duration: 6:30

Please feel free to email the composer with any questions: skemper@virginia.edu
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