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Purpose and Approach of the Course: This course examines the fundamentals of American politics.  It will systematically cover the major institutions of American democracy (e.g., the Presidency, Congress, courts, bureaucracy, media, etc.) as well as the system's essential processes (e.g., voting, electioneering, policymaking, intergovernmental relations, etc.).  There are no prerequisites and the course is open to anyone with an interest in understanding how the American governmental system works.

The instructor will take a "political" approach to the subject because all institutions and processes of the American Republic are inherently political to varying degrees. The political nature of government is not something to be deplored or regretted.  To the contrary, politics is the glue that holds society together and the oil that lubricates the machinery of government.  Despite the common pejorative use of the term, politics is a good thing.  This view will be a constant and consistent theme in the course.  (It is also an officially recognized slogan that adorns a lapel button and a famous T-shirt, both of which will be made available to our students and guests.)

Please note well: Students cannot possibly attain a full understanding of American politics and government from this brief introductory course.  The instructor himself has no such understanding.  However, a glimpse of the system will be provided so as to encourage your further inquiry in succeeding semesters.

The instructor will not be hesitant to express his views - nor should you!  There is NO partisan or ideological line to toe in this course. Indeed, it will be surprising (or indicative of a lack of critical thought) if you do not find yourself disagreeing with the instructor's viewpoints or that of the readings on occasion.  You must think for yourself, using the lectures and readings merely as tools.  No student will ever be penalized for respectfully disagreeing with the instructor or TAs in this course.

Textbooks: Available for purchase at the University of Virginia Bookstore.  Also, each textbook will be on reserve in Clemons library.

1. Karen O'Connor and Larry J. Sabato, American Government: Continuity and Change (Updated Edition2005) 
2. Larry J. Sabato, Feeding Frenzy: Attack Journalism and American Politics (2000).

3. Larry J. Sabato and Bruce Larson, The Party’s Just Begun (2002).

4. Larry J. Sabato, Divided States of America (2005).
5. Larry J. Sabato, Midterm Madness (2003).

6. PLAP 101 Coursepack containing lecture outlines and supplemental handouts.
(  Royalties from ALL course books are contributed to the University of Virginia.  In addition, Mr. Sabato spends well over $2000 of his own resources every semester to pay for class receptions, guest speaker costs, supplements to TA salaries, and all other items related to this course.  This year, because of the TA shortage, this expenditure has tripled, to $6000.

(  Students are required to read, on a daily basis, either the New York Times, Washington Post, Washington Times, Los Angeles Times, Richmond Times-Dispatch or another good daily newspaper.  Students should also read one of the following newsmagazines each week: Business Week, The Economist, Newsweek, Time or U.S. News & World Report.

Lectures and Discussions: The lecture topics and reading assignments (which are to be completed prior to the lectures) are listed below.  The lectures will parallel but not repeat the readings.  Students will find lecture outlines in the coursepack that should be brought to class to facilitate note taking and discussion.  Students will also attend a discussion section for this course, conducted by one of the teaching assistants.  The discussion sections have been designed to complement the material presented in lecture; students are expected to attend and participate fully in the discussion sections.  Failure to do so will lower your grade.  There will be no formal review of the lecture material in the discussion sections, but questions concerning the lectures and the readings will be answered there.  No dates are listed for lectures because we will have outside speakers scheduled as they become available.
Examinations:  There will be a midterm and a final examination.  Both will be essay tests, with a number of brief identification questions testing the major concepts, terms, and themes in the course.  The final examination will be a comprehensive one, covering the entire course.

Essay: Each student will be required to submit an essay that will focus on the assigned readings.  (No other research or reading will be required to produce the essay.)  The essay is to run 6 (SIX) pages, no more and no less, typed and double-spaced.  No handwritten essays will be accepted, and carelessly typed and proofed papers will be graded accordingly.  Students should take great care in the writing, editing and presentation of their essays as style and content will be graded.  All essays must be photocopied before submission, and you must keep the duplicate in case your paper is lost or misplaced.

(   Essays are due on Monday, 10 April 2006.  Extensions will be available only for illness or serious family circumstance, and then only with advance permission.  Work or deadlines for other courses will not be considered a legitimate cause for extension.  Late assignments will suffer a grading penalty.

Grading, Important Dates and Times:

	Date
	Time 
	Item
	Percent of Grade

	Mon., March 13, 2006
	3:00 to 3:50 p.
	Midterm Exam
	25%

	Mon., April 10, 2006
	3:00 p.
	Essay
	30%

	Tuesday, May 9, 2006
	2:00 to 5:00 p.
	Final Exam
	35%

	All Semester
	n/a
	Discussion Section
	10%


(  Each student must be registered to vote by the end of the semester.  Unregistered students will receive a grade of "incomplete" until they register.  Hardship and conscientious objector exceptions to this requirement will be made on a case-by-case basis.  See your teaching assistant.  Obviously, non-citizens and students under the age of eighteen are exempt.

Class Activities: Large lecture classes are inevitably and regrettably impersonal to some degree.  We can have, however, at least some social activities and get-togethers.  This goal will be enhanced by Professor Sabato’s residence, Pavilion IV on East Lawn. As Mr. Jefferson intended, students in this course will be invited to participate in various events held in the Jefferson-designed Pavilion and its beautiful Gardens during the semester. We look forward to hosting you and enhancing your UVa experience in this fashion.
PLAP 101 Web Page:  www.people.virginia.edu/~ljs/plap101
The web page can also be accessed through the instructional toolkit. Students are required to check, on a daily basis, the class web page for new and updated information.  If you are not yet familiar with using the web, please call ITC or stop by their reference desk in Wilson Hall room 208 for assistance as soon as possible.  

Schedule of Course Topics and Readings: Note that the length of reading assignments for each lecture is necessarily uneven.  Students should plan their reading schedules accordingly.  Topics and schedules will changes from time to time.  Students should check the class website daily to learn of any such changes.   Additionally, occasional guest speakers may substitute for a scheduled lecture. We will keep you informed about changes; in return, we ask you to be reasonably flexible.

Part 1: The Idea and Framework of the Constitutional System

Introduction and opening remarks

Representative Democracy in the United States
O'Connor & Sabato, Chapter 1 and Appendices I, II, and III

 The Constitution and Federalism


O'Connor & Sabato, Chapters 2 and 3

Changing the Constitution?


Sabato, Where We Went Wrong…And How to Fix It.

Part 2: The Institutions of Government

The Presidency: Personalities, Roles, and Powers
        

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapter 8


Sabato, Divided States of America (entire)

The Congress: Organization, Activity, and Elections

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapter 7


Sabato, Midterm Madness (entire)





The Supreme Court and the Judiciary:


Organization, Judicial Review, and Individual Rights

        

O’Connor & Sabato, Chapters 5, 6, and 10

Spring Recess: Saturday March 4 – Sunday March 12
(Students should begin reading Feeding Frenzy over spring break)
Midterm: Monday, March 13, 2006
Part 3: The Electoral Process

The Presidential Nominating Process 
O’Connor & Sabato, Chapters 13 & 14

The Party System

        

O’Connor & Sabato, Chapters 12 & 16



Sabato, The Party’s Just Begun

Voting Behavior and Participation


Money: The Mother's Milk of Politics

        

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapters 13 & 14 (Revisited)

Political Campaigns and the Style of Politics



O'Connor & Sabato, Chapters 13 & 14 (Revisited)

Essay Due: Monday, APRIL 10, 2006
Part 4: Other Participants in Politics and Government


Bureaucracy: The Evils, Virtues and the Politics of 
Administration

        

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapter 9 


Interest Group Politics

        

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapter 16 (Revisited)


Public Opinion and the Mass Media: 
Power in the Press and Polls

        

O'Connor & Sabato, Chapters 11 & 15

        

Sabato, Feeding Frenzy (Revisited) 


Political Ad Extravaganza 


Concluding Remarks and Exam Discussion

        

Class Party be held in the Gardens of Pavilion IV, East Lawn

[Rain Site: 301 Wilson Hall]
Semester Ends: Tuesday,  May 2nd, 2006
Final Examination: Tuesday, May 9, 2006, 2:00 – 5:00p, Wilson 402.
The Ten Commandments of PLAP 101
I. Thou shalt treat the teaching assistants with respect and courtesy. 

II. Upon pain of death or forcible expulsion (the penalty depending on the whim of the professor), thou shalt not read newspapers in class.

III. Thou shalt cease talking when class commences and not resume chatting until class ends.

IV. Thou shalt not pack up to leave until the professor adjourns the class.

V. Thou shalt always keep a copy of essays thou turnest in.

VI. Thou shalt know that the Honor System is strictly enforced in this class.

VII. Thou shalt not come late to class. If thou doest it anyway, thou shalt enter by the back doors and quietly take a seat in the top rows.          

VIII. Thou shalt not ask the instructor what will be on the exam because the answer is everything.

IX. Thou shall remember to get revenge and complain on the course evaluations that this class has "too many rules".

X. Thou shalt either believe with all thy heart that "Politics Is A Good Thing" or thou shalt write a 1,500 word essay explaining why thou art a heretic. This command is optional.
Commandment Addendum:

Should a cell phone ring in class, the student-owner will come up to the front and pay $1, to be used for a class reception.  Should a student actually take a cell call during class, that student will pay $5.
