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ENGL 4714 – Senior Seminar: Advanced Poetry Workshop 
  
Total enrollment:  14 students  
Response rate:  93%  
  
Please note that the scale runs from 1 (Poor) to 4 (Excellent) 
CATEGORIES AVERAGE  
How I rate the instructor compared with others I have had at Virginia Tech:  
Apparent knowledge of subject matter 3.7 
Success in communicating or explaining subject matter 3.4 
Degree to which subject matter was made stimulating or relevant 3.2 
Concern and respect for students as individuals 3.0 
Fairness in assigning grades 3.3 
Administration of the class and organization of materials 3.4 
Overall rating of this instructor 3.2 
Value of assignments 3.5 
 
 
Student Comments:  
 (Q: What has been most beneficial to you about this course, and why?) 
 
“The feedback on my work has been very beneficial, as well as the exposure to various poets 
I had not read before, and may not have read otherwise.” 
 
“Seeing the organization/structure of the course (integrating contemporary poetry) has 
stretched my imagination for what a creative writing studio workshop can be.  The response 
to my writing (and maybe more importantly, how to look at writing) has been tremendous.  
Meitner really works very hard to teach students the skills they will need after they leave 
(should they continue).” 
 
“I have learned a lot about modern/contemporary poetry.  I knew a lot about poets of the 
past, but next to none about poets of the now.  This course exposes me to these poets, 
which was great.” 
 
“The reading list expanded my conception of poetry in general and gave me examples of 
what kind of poetic trends exist and how they work; the readings gave the class the 
opportunity to talk about poetry not from their own pen, and therefore helped us hash out 
what we believe poetry to be, generally and individually.  Also, having some of the poets 
coming in and talking to us was great b/c it made them more than word-scribblers.” 
 
“[Most beneficial:]  Feedback on my work by both the professor and my classmates and out-
of-class reading and assignments; workshops to better the quality and understanding of my 
work, and readings to expand my knowledge on the subject.” 
 






