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RECOLLECTIONS OF CONFLICT WITH
PARENTS AND FAMILY SUPPORT IN
THE PERSONALITY DISORDERS
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Eric Turkheimer, PhD, and Edna R. Fiedler, PhD

This study examined the relationships between personality disorders
and retrospective reports of family support and conflict with parents.
Participants were 798 United States Air Force recruits who were partici-
pating in a larger program of research on the peer assessment of per-
sonality disorders. Correlational analyses revealed consistent but mod-
est  associations belween personality disorder features and both
measures of tamily adversity. Borderline, antisocial. and paranoid fea-
tures maintained small, unique associations after controlling for the
general component ol personality disorder. Further analyses, however,
showed that differences among the correlations between personality dis-
order traits and family adversity measures account for little explained
variance. In general, it does not appear that individual personality dis-
orders have unique relations with retrospective reports of family adver-
sity. Instead. the relation between personality disorders and family ad-
versity seems to depend on a component common to all personality
disorders.

Many studies on the etiology of personality pathology have emphasized as-
sociations between home environment variables and personality disorders.
These studies are typically correlational and focus on family adversities as
reported by subjects with Axis Il psychopathology. Such retrospective re-
search. though not able to assert causalily, is useful as a first step towards
implicating family conflict or neglect as etiologic factors. The challenge is to
determine whether associations between home /family/parenting variables
and various kinds of personality pathology exist and, if so, to determine
their magnitude. Establishing the existence and magnitude of these associ-
ations helps to determine the extent to which adversities occurring in the
home environment might play important roles in personality disorder.
Borderline personality disorder has received the most attention in this
area. Links between borderline personality and family adversities are
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