State and Local Government and Politics

GFAP 341, Cabell 311, 2:00-3:15MW

Kromkowski, CAB204


This course is designed for students with: 1) serious interests in examining state and local government and politics across the United States; 2) an openness to learning from practitioners about the particulars of local and state government in Charlottesville, Albemarle County and Virginia; and 3) the desire to complete an individual or group research project that contributes to our historical or contemporary understanding of some aspect of state or local government.  

The requirements of this course are: 1) a thorough engagement and discussion of the assigned texts; 2) a midterm examination; 3) several in-class presentations; 4) one 3-page essay and 5) a 10-12 page research paper.

Required Texts

Bowman and Kearney, State and Local Government (2000)

Balanoff, Howard, Public Administration 01/02, Seventh ed. (2000)

Dreier, Mollenkopf, Swanstrom, Place Matters: Metropolitics for the Twenty-first Century, (2001)
Jan. 16

Introduction and Organization

Jan. 21-23
New Directions for State and Local Government




Bowman and Kearney, 1




Kettl, ch. 3 in Balanoff




Towns, ch. 26, 27 in Balanoff




Elder, ch. 28 in Balanoff



Perlman, ch. 32 in Balanoff




Deier, Mollenkopf, Swanstrom, Place Matters, ch 1

Jan. 28-30
Federalism and the States




Bowman and Kearney, 2


Bowman and Kearney, 3




Feb. 4-6

Local Government 




Bowman and Kearney, 10 and 11






Nalbandian, ch. 7 in Balanoff 




Lorentz and Shaw, ch. 38 in Balanoff







Schweke and Stumberg, ch. 41 in Balanoff


Feb. 11-13
Representation, Citizen Participation and Elections




Bowman and Kearney, 4




Vogelsang-Coombs, ch. 18 in Balanoff




March, ch. 20 in Balanoff

Feb. 18-20
Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Campaigns




Bowman and Kearney, 5





Feb. 25-27
Metropolitics




Deier, Mollenkopf, Swanstrom, Place Matters
Short Essay Due: Feb. 27

Mar. 4-6

Taxing and Spending




Bowman and Kearney, 12






Swope, ch. 23 in Balanoff




White, ch. 24 in Balanoff




Malone, ch. 25 in Balanoff


Coburn, “No Taxes Today” Governing 



Mar. 11-13 (Spring Break)

March 18-20
State Legislatures




Bowman and Kearney, 6 



MIDTERM: March 20
Mar. 25-27
Governors




Bowman and Kearney, 7


Apr. 1-3

Public Administration: Budgeting, Bureaucracy, Service Delivery




Bowman and Kearney, 8  




Behn, ch. 2 in Balanoff

Apr. 8-10
 The Judiciary, Courts and Law Enforcement




Bowman and Kearney, 9




Perlman, ch. 36 in Balanoff




Apr. 15-17 
Public Policy Issues: Housing and Education




Swope, “Rich and Poor Together,” Governing



Swope, “Ghosts of Public Housing,” Governing




Sostek, “The Virtual Sheepskin,”  Governing

Apr. 22-24
Research Presentations

Apr. 29

Conclusions

Research Paper Due: April 29

Grading

Participation: 

20%

Midterm: 

40%

1 Short Essay:

10%

Research Paper:

30%

Attendance:  Required.

Office Hours: After class on Wednesday and by appointment.
