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Congress 


This course will examine the United States Congress, its historical development, the elections that produce its members, the rules that govern its internal processes, and the institutional capacities that affect its role in national politics and policymaking.  


The requirements for this course are: 1) a thorough engagement and discussion of the assigned texts; 2) one presentation about a contemporary topic related to Congress; 2) a midterm examination; 3) two short papers (3pp.); and 4) a take-home final examination OR research paper and presentation on an instructor-approved topic. 

We typically will begin each class with no more than two brief presentations on a contemporary topic researched and selected by a member or members of the class.  Each presentation will be between 2-3 minutes. You may find transparencies an effective way of transmitting some information to the class.  To begin your research you will find the following sources helpful: The National Journal, CQ Weekly Report, Roll Call, The Hill, Washington Post, Washington Times, New York Journal.    Other helpful sources might be the U.S. House and U.S. Senate websites, and the Library of Congress THOMAS site. 

Required Texts

Davidson and Oleszek, Congress and Its Members, 8th ed., (2001)  

Price, The Congressional Experience, (2000)
Herrnson, Congressional Elections: Campaigning at Home and in Washington, 3rd ed., (2000)

Swain, Black Faces, Black Interests: The Representation of African Americans in Congress, (1995) 

Fenno, Congress at the Grassroots: Representational Change in the South, 1970-1998, (2000) 
Killian, The Freshmen: What Happened to the Republican Revolution, (1999)  

Mayer and Canon, The Dysfunctional Congress? (1999)

Additional Articles: Clemons Electronic Reserve/Course Toolkit Page

WEEK 1 (Aug. 30)

Introduction and Organization

WEEK 2 (Sept. 4, 6)

Theoretical Approaches and the History of Congress 





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapters 1 and 2

WEEK 3 (Sept. 11, 13)
Contemporary Perspectives 





Price, The Congressional Experience

WEEK 4 (Sept. 18, 20)
I. Congressional Elections: Rules and Context





Herrnson, Chapter 1





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 3, pp. 43-61





II. Congressional Elections: The Candidates





Herrnson, Chapter 2





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 3, pp. 61-74

WEEK 5 (Sept. 25, 27)
I & II. Congressional Elections: The Campaign for Resources





Herrnson, Chapters 3-6





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 4, pp. 74-86

WEEK 6 (Oct. 2, 4)

I. Congressional Elections: Campaign Strategies





Herrnson, Chapter 7





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 4, pp. 89-105





II. Congressional Elections: Campaign Communications





Herrnson, Chapter 8



WEEK 7 (Oct. 9, 11)

I. Congressional Elections: Explaining Election Outcomes





Herrnson, chapter 9





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 4, pp. 106-125

WEEK 8 (*, Oct. 18)

MIDTERM
WEEK 9 (Oct. 23, 25)
I. Congress as a Representational Institution


Swain, Black Faces, Black Interests, (1995)

WEEK 10 (Oct. 30,Nov. 1)





I. Home Style: the Constituency-Washington Link





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 5, pp. 135-157





Fenno, APSR, (1977)

1st Paper Due: NOVEMBER 1





II. Fenno, Congress at the Grassroots (2000)

WEEK 11 (Nov. 6, 8)
Congress and the Federal Budget 





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 13


II. Congressional Parties, Caucuses and Committees 





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapters 6 and 7

WEEK 12 (Nov. 13, 15)
I. Congressional Procedures: Floor Politics and Procedures





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 8





Sinclair, “Party Leaders and the New Legislative Process”


II. Members’ Voting Decisions


Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 9

WEEK 13 (Nov. 20, *) 
I. Congress and the President





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 10

WEEK 14 (Nov. 27, 29)
2nd Paper Due: NOVEMBER  27





I. Killian, The Freshmen, (1999)




II. Congress, the Court and the Federal Bureaucracy





Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 11

WEEK 15 (Dec. 4, 6)

I. Congressional Reform





Herrnson, chapter 11




Mayer and Canon, The Dysfunctional Congress? (1999)





Final Examination: As scheduled by University 

__________________

Attendance: Required

Grading Option I:





Grading Option II:
Participation


25%



Participation


25%
 

Midterm


25%



Midterm


25%

2 Short Papers (3 pp.)

25% 



2 Short Papers (3 pp.)

25%

Final



25%



Research Paper

25%

Office Hours: after class and by appointment.

