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American Congress 


This graduate seminar will examine the United States Congress, its historical and representational development, the elections that produce its members, the rules that govern its internal processes, and the institutional capacities that affect its role in national politics and policy making.  Aside from these substantive ends, the four goals of this course are: 1) to offer an active seminar setting for working through the recent literature on the U.S. Congress; 2) to extend and to sharpen seminar participants’ intellectual, verbal, written, teaching and research skill sets; 3) to introduce seminar participants to a range of conceptual and methodological approaches employed in the study of Congress, including the rational choice approach; 4) to create a publication opportunity for each seminar participant.


The requirements for this course are: 1) a thorough and active engagement and discussion of the assigned texts; 2) several formal presentations; 3) a biographical essay on a U.S. Representative or U.S. Senator from the State of Virginia (4-6pp.); 4) a final examination OR a research paper on an instructor-approved topic (15-20pp.).
Required Texts

Roger Davidson and Walter Oleszek, Congress and Its Members, 8th ed., (2001)  

David Price, The Congressional Experience, 2nd ed. (2000)

Linda Killian, The Freshmen: What Happened to the Republican Revolution, (1999)  

Eric Schickler, Disjointed Pluralism: Institutional Innovation and the Development of the U.S. Congress, (2001)

Ross K. Baker, House and Senate, 3rd ed., (2001)

Paul Herrnson, Congressional Elections: Campaigning at Home and in Washington, 3rd ed., (2000)

Ronald Gaddie and Charles Bullock, Elections to Open Seats in the U.S. House, (2000) 

Richard Fenno, Congress at the Grassroots: Representational Change in the South, 1970-1998, (2000)

Carol Swain, Black Faces, Black Interests: The Representation of African Americans in Congress, (1995). 

Wendy Schiller, Partners and Rivals: Representation in U.S. Senate Delegations, (2000) 

Glen S. Krutz, Hitching a Ride: Omnibus Legislating in the U.S. Congress, (2001) 

Kenneth Mayer and David Canon, The Dysfunctional Congress? (1999)  

Recommended Text: Charles Stewart, Analyzing Congress, (2001)

Other Secondary Resources: Legislative Studies Quarterly, APSR, AJPS, JOP, Congress and the Presidency, 

The National Journal, CQ Weekly Report, Roll Call, The Hill.

Internet Resources: See U.S. House and U.S. Senate websites; and Library of Congress THOMAS site.

Primary Sources: Congressional Record and committee materials (See Govt Docs and 3 New Stacks in Alderman).

WEEK 1 (Aug. 29)
Introduction and Organization

WEEK 2 (Sept. 5)
The Contemporary Congress I




Davidson and Oleszek, Chapters 1, 15




Price, The Congressional Experience




WEEK 3 (Sept. 12)
The Contemporary Congress II




Killian, The Freshmen 




Stewart, Chapter 1

WEEK 4 (Sept. 19)
The Historical-Institutional Congress I

Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 2



Stewart, Chapter 2, 3




WEEK 5 (Sept. 26)
The Historical-Institutional Congress II




Schickler, Disjointed Pluralism 

WEEK 6 (Oct. 3)
The Bicameral Congress




Baker, House and Senate 

WEEK 7 (Oct. 10)
The Electoral Connection Congress I




Congressional Elections: Rules, Candidates and Outcomes




Herrnson, Chapter 1-9




Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 3-4

WEEK 8 (Oct. 17)
The Electoral Connection Congress II

Gaddie and Bullock, Elections to Open Seats in the U.S. House



WEEK 9 (Oct. 24)
The Home Style Congress



Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 5




Fenno, APSR, (1977), 71(3): 883-917




Fenno, Congress at the Grassroots (2000)

WEEK 10 (Oct. 31)
The Feminine Congress




Biographical Essay Due

[Burrell, A Woman’s Place is in the House:

Campaigning for Congress in the Feminist Era, (1994)]

WEEK 11 (Nov. 7)
The Ethnic Congress 




Swain, Black Faces, Black Interests, (1995)
WEEK 12 (Nov. 14)
The Party Congress 

I. Schiller, Parties and Rivals: Representation in U.S. Senate Delegations



II. Parties and Interest Groups




Davidson and Oleszek, Chapters 6, 12

WEEK 13 (Nov. 28)
The Policymaking Congress



I. The Legislative Process




Davidson and Oleszek, Chapters 7, 8, 9



Krutz, Hitching a Ride, (2001)




II.The Budget Process




Davidson and Oleszek, Chapter 13
WEEK 14 (Dec. 5)
Reforming Congress

Mayer and Canon, The Dysfunctional Congress? (1999).




Herrnson, chapter 11

Research Paper/Final Examination: Date as scheduled by University.

__________________

Attendance: Required

Grading Option I:





Grading Option II
Participation


40%



Participation

40%
 

Biographical Essay 

20% 



Biographical Essay
20%

Research Paper 


40%



Final Examination
40%

Office Hours: after class and by appointment

Assigned Texts and Weekly Presentations







Principal
Primary


Secondary

Discussant 
Discussants

Discussants
1) Price, The Congressional Experience 






Et Alii
2) Killian, The Freshmen  








--

3) Schickler, Disjointed Pluralism







--
4) Baker, House and Senate







--

5) Herrnson, Congressional Elections






--

6) Gaddie and Bullock, Elections to Open Seats





-- 
7) Fenno, Congress at the Grassroots 






--

8) Burrell, A Woman’s Place is in the House






--

9) Swain, Black Faces, Black Interests






--

10) Schiller, Partners and Rivals 







--

11) Krutz, Hitching a Ride 







--

12) Mayer and Canon, The Dysfunctional Congress?   





--

Responsibilities of Weekly Presentation Participants

The principal discussant will act as the initial guide through each assigned book.  The principal discussant will offer a formal twenty-minute presentation of the assigned text.  This presentation should be based upon a close reading of the text, but given the strict time constraint the discussant should provide only an overview of the text’s structure and principal substantive contributions.  With particular page number references, the discussant also should identify the text’s strengths and, if appropriate, its weaknesses.  

At the end of the principal discussant’s presentation, secondary discussants will be asked to identify particular questions, themes or page numbers that require further commentary.  Before proceeding to their queries or comments, the two primary discussants will each offer 10-minute commentaries on the assigned text.  Without prior collusion or coordination, the commentaries of these discussants should complement the principal discussant’s presentation by referencing and briefly summarizing at least two different, unassigned journal articles or books that illuminate additional elements of the assigned text for the week.  After each class, a one-page (single-spaced) abstract of these articles or books should be submitted by email to the instructor for inclusion on the course toolkit page.  Subsequent discussants will be required to introduce new journal articles or books in their presentations. 


After the principal and primary discussants have completed their presentations, the discussion will be opened to the secondary discussants and then to all others. 

